The clinical, anatomical and histopatological findings of glanders diagnosis in donkeys in the state of Pernambuco-Brazil are reported. The animals were euthanized and necropsied, and evaluated for lesions in respiratory and lymphatic systems, confirming the disease by isolation of Burkholderia mallei and Strauss test.
Glanders is a highly contagious disease caused by the bacteria Burkholderia mallei affecting primarily horses, mules, and donkeys. The disease can be fatal in mules and donkeys and causes respiratory infection and skin lesions in equine and humans. Equids can be infected by close contact with other infected animals, sharing water and feed, as well as by nuzzling (direct contact). The bacteria can also be spread by fomites such as brushes, halters or harnesses. The most common sign of infection in animals is yellow-green nasal discharge, ulcers on the nose, enlarged lymph nodes and nodules on the skin.
Disease in mules and donkeys can begin rapidly and lead to death in 1 to 2 weeks after exposure. Humans can get glanders by direct contact with infected animals (4). In Brazil, based on clinical-pathological, epidemiological and serological aspects, as well as by the isolation of Burkholderia mallei, foci of glanders were diagnosed in equids of the "Zona da Mata" in the states of Pernambuco and Alagoas (9) . In this paper we 
